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LIFE WHICR THE AUIMENCE IN
FRONT FAILS TO SEE.

,' st . pecple: who attend the Indianapolts
e ‘would welcome An oppertunity to
, ' an eve back of the curtain line

-

. mnd withess stage hands working the

chat like magples, occasionally
breaking into snatches of song. Meanwhile,
the stage above i heard the
of scenery and the muffied
the carpenter,
get-
. Under the skillful direc-
tion the “grips,” commonly called *‘scene-
* transform the bare stage into a
falry bower, or a modern drawing room.
The grips work In two sets, one on elther
side of the stage. As one from the “prompt”
" plde advances towards the center of the
stage, firmiy gripping a half “flat.,” he is
met half way by another from the O. P.
{opposite prompt) side., Bringing the edges
of the half flats together, they are lashed In
place. Scarcely are the flats lashed together
before a property boy mounts a ladder and
hangs the portiere before the center doors.
While he is doing this, the grips are away
setting wings to match the flats up and
down stage. In an almost incredibly small
space of time the scene is set, the property
men rushing to the center of the stage with
thelr arms full of furniture, tables, bric-a-
brac, rugs, stand covers and so on. The
property man of the company directs the
movements of the local force, addressing
eack one by general name *‘propsa.”

“Hurry up, props,” he says; “shove that
settes a little further down stage” (towards
the footlights.) “Here, this table wants to go
up center.” Then, perhaps, the stage car-
penter takes the stage, and, with two sharp,
ringing claps of his hands, calls the atten-
tion of the flymen, working in the fly gal-
leries, twenty-five feet above the stage.
*Let down that front border,” he directs,
There is a groaning and creaking, as the
chaffing lnes run over the pulleys in the
rigging loft, up In the roof of the theater,
followed by the slow descent of the border,
wWhich is intended to mask the top of the
wings and flats, More than likely it does not
hang stralght., “Tighten up that prompt
lne," or “slack your O. P. line,” directs
the carpenter. When it is adjusted properly,
with another clap of his hands he gives the
order, “tie off.” That means to take a turn
or two around the wooden pin in the pin
rail, to which the lines holding the border
are fastened.

REAL FIRE ON THE STAGE.

The stage manager of the company, the
one who has supreme control whfle the show
is on, is overseeing the work of all hands,

suggestions here and there. If there
to be a real fire, where the villain at-

rl to burn “tnose papers,” a call to the
~ &as man that . Individual in sight,
- Béaring a fire log. It is placed In front of

‘the mantel and down on his knees he goes

makes a connection with a plece of rub-
- 15 pulled out of a gas ). .cket
the

age. When the gas is lit, it flashes

» and the', manager stands by until

It is lower: L'Eh the right point. Then if there

| & doorway through which the star is to

nake Nrst ap tae calelum man

ﬂ?hm o get'Bis lime lght in or-

der to ‘the face of the actor as he

 his entrance. Or he may be stationed

‘of a-window, prepared to turn on a
for a death scene.

-

When the first act is being set, the move-

ment of zm‘ﬂ hands is slow and delib-
erate, speaking, as there is
) wailtipg aundience growing

s

property man of the company

_ : Hanger of =
W af delays. And while ail this has been
has made the rounds of the hallways lead-

0 the down-stairs dressing rooms, call-
out "Half hour, “half hour.” And ‘the

ho have been a little slow in “mak-
up” begin to hurry, That cry means that
‘the curtain will go up in a half hour. Later
- Be comes back through the hallways crying

. - “Quarter hour,” “quarter hour." -

The work on the stage goes rapidly and
smoothly forward, every man moving me-
thedically about his work. At § o'clock the

manager calls for the gas man and di-
fecis that individual to ‘ring 'em in.” “Gas"
away at a wire and sets a little bell
tinkling down in the music room. Then the

. members of the German orchestra take their

Pplaces, facing the footligh's. Down the hall-
_Ways goes the property man again, this
 time saying “Overture,” “overture.” After
B the last strain of the overture he goes back
and calls out: “First act. First act. Every-
body up for first act.”

_ READY FOR THE CURTAIN.

~ Then the stage manager, still supreme,
. stands with his back to the curtain, crti-
cally scanning the stage and giving final
directions about the arrangement of the mis-
en-scene. Perhaps there is a lamp on the

| center table with the light burning low, He

- goes to It and examines whether it will work
: properly at a critical point in the play where
the heroine suddenly turns up the light to
confront the bold, bad villain in the act of
. Stealing the documents which contain the

_ciew to the whole mystery of the piece. Find-
| ing every thing to his liking, with a sharp

' olap of his hands he cries “‘cdear,” and the
- stage hands and property men scamper off
the scene, for the curtain will be up In a

. moment. Going to the door of the star room
. he says, “All ready, governor,” or ‘‘mad-
.~ ame." Waiting for the command, *“Go
. mhead,” he stands respeccfully silent. Maybe
. Madame is not satisfied with the color of
her cheek and says “Wait a minute, please,”
While she applies a fresh dash of rouge
-~ with her rabbit’s foot. With a hasty survey
of herself in the glass, and one long, last
~ glance at her elegant gown, she is satisfled

gives the prder, “Go ahead.” Then the
manager, with the gas man at his
directions about the lights and

the house lights are belng low-

- evening scene, the stage lights,
- foots and borders, are probably lowered to
i & balf or less. Then another wire i@ pulled
ot ' bell in the flles, near the cur-

Ing. He whisties up the- speaking tubas.
the fiyman grabs the crank of the cu
barrel, expectantly walting for the
bell. On the stage the villain iy
triumph, and with one long, despalring cry
the herolne cries, "My God! Will no one res-
cue me?™ “Yes, I will,” cries the hero, sud-
denly confronting the villain. Tableau.
Loud applause in front. With a downward

i

E

L sweep of his hand the stage manager says

“Down.” The gas man pulls the bell, the
curtain is down and the act Is over. There
Is an ipstant of expectancy as the stage
hands stand ready to grab the scenes and
shove them off. The stage manager wails a
moment to judge by the applause, or lack
of 1t, whether the characters in the last
scene must take an encore, If the applause
is deafening and long-continued up goes the
curtain again, and the actors stand bowing
and smiling thelr satisfaction. 1If the ap-
plause is not forthecoming everybody Is dis-
appointed, A second encore makes every one
jubilant, and a third fills them all with the
highest delight, from the lJeading members
of the company to the youngest property
boy. When the applause wanes, the stage
manager gives the command, *“Strike,” and
instantly evaery man Ils hard at work clear-
ing the stags ready for the next act, If it is
to be an exterior scene this time, the carpet,
generally known as a medallion, has to come
up, leaving the ground cloth on the floor,
which went down at the beginning of the
first act, with the carpet over It
ORCHESTRA FLASH BIGNALS.

Now there is more hurrying than there
was before the first act, as an impatient
audience sits walting for the second act to
begin. While the orchestra fiddles and toots
away the stage hands are getting up the
next act, and the actors are in. their dress-
ing rooms making hurried changes In their
make-up. The orchestra's selection is played
through, and still the stage is not ready. A
flach of the footlights calls for more music,
and when the selection is, perhaps, half fin-
ished, the stage manager is ready and sends
the property man down the hallways call-
ing, “Second act. Second act." The star
room is consulted and if madame is ready
the gas man is directed to “‘choke "em off.”
A flash of the footlights directs the leader
to stop playing. Instantly the musiec ceases
and there Is a rapld turning of music while
the musicians hunt for certain music. After
the first two or three bars are played, up
goes the curtain again, and the show is on
once more.

And so it runs, act after act, until the
show Is ended and the audience has gone
home. In ten minutes the stage hands
are out and gone, with the exception of one
man—at English's and the Grand Opera
House it is the gas man—who remains be-
hind to lock up. As the actors finish dress-
ing for the street and leave the theater with
a hearty ""good night,"”” he follows them and
locks their dressing-room doors.

Finally he goes home himself.

SPECIAL VERDICT LAW

EFFECT OF ITS WORKINGS IN MA.
RION COUNTY COURTS.

Railway Corporations Largely Bene-
{ited by the Menasure—Much Mnlet-
ing Prevented.

The new “‘special verdict law” is attracting
a4 good deal of attention among those who
notice the dally work of the Marion County
Superior courts. Especially are attorneys dis-
cusging the merits of the new system of try-
ing damage suits. The special verdict law is
a creation of the last Legislature, which
passed an act making it possible for clients
to have thelr cases tried by an entirely new
jury system. It is the opinlon of some that
the gpecial verdict law was pushed through
the Legislature by the rallroad corporations,
and that many of the legislators voted for it
without realizing just bPow it would operate.
Many attorneys think that the law wiil be
repealed by the next Legislature,

Under the old jury system there were cases
where jurors were doubtless influenced by
their sympathles for elther the plaintiff or
defendant In a sult. Under the present law,
instead of the jury bringing in a gencral
verdict, It Is expected to pass simply upon
the facts In the case and on the amount of
damages. The court takes these facts after
the verdict has been returned and, by apply-
ing to them certain rules of law, determines
where the wverdict shall go. It is said that
under the special verdict law two-thirds of
the damage suits resuit in favor of the de-
fendants, A litigant in any jury casze can ask
for a speclal verdict. The members of the
jury, it is said, are less llabie to get away
from the facts in making a special verdict
than in returning a general verdict. The cor-
porations saw this point and the benefits to
be derived when they “lobbied” in favor of
the law.

It Is in the trial of damage suits where
tome contributory negligence on the part of
the plaintiff is shown that the special ver-
dict Is particularly effective for the corpora-
tions. If the defendant is a railway com-
pany there is more or less prejudice in
favor of the plaintiff. Withouu the inter-
rogatories propounded by che court where
a special verdict is to be found the jury
would, in all probablility, lose sight of the
fact that there was contributssy negligence
on the part of the plaintiff and would bring
in a verdict against the cormoration. But
with a long list of interrogatories to be an-
swered, none of the facts brought out can
be overlooked. The jury must answer each
of these and make up a verdizt consistent
with them, These verdlets are usually aft-
er this style: “We assess the damage at
$—— if the law is with the plaintiff.” It
i= left for the judge of the court to apply
the law and determine which of the 1litl-
gants is entitled to the verdict.

The judges of the Superior Court say that
it requires much more time to try causes
under the new systom, but they think the
law is an improvement over the old one.
It has the effect of keeping many suits out
of court that should not bs brought. Many
damage sults have been tried recently whero
it was apparent to the judges and attorneys
that under the general verdict system the
plainuff would have recovered heavy dame-
agez. In each of these cases contributory
negligence of some character was shown
and the jury was not allowed to lose sight
of this point. _

It Is the general impression that if the
special verdict law Is repealed at the mext
session of the Legiclature, it will be solely
due to the belief of the legislators that the
act was *“fathered” by the rallway corpora-
tions. The Cltizens' BStreet-maillway Com-
pany, which is compelled to defend many
damage suits annually is well pleased with
the law. A special verdict s mvariably
asked for in cases where the street-car com-

GHOSTLY MANIFESTATIONS IN A
LOG CABIN ON THE WABASH.

— e

An 01ld Settler's Welrd Experience-—
> ’ ' £
Some Interesting Reminiscences
of Early Medical Practice.

It has been sald that old people are gar-
rulons. I do not belleve I am particularly so,
yet these pictures of the long ago pass
bofore me as if parts of a panorama—ghosts
of the past. And, In addition to those
given In the Journal a couple of Sundays
ago, the most vivid one to-day is that of a
lo‘bml! Meﬂl. or rather a “haunted”
house. This is naturally connected with
the practice of medicine, in that day the
most prolific manufactory of ghoets, and
this necessitates a description of the house
we lived in.

It was a palatial residence, bullt by en
aristocratic family, who had incontinently
deserted it a year or more before we bought
the farm. It was some twenty-five by
thirty-five feet, one and a half stories, and
buflt of hewed logs. The floor was laid
with regular oek flooring, and the *“loft”
was poplar flooring lald down iloose on
sawed joists, All these items were innova-
tions and superfor to the general average,
ezpecially the size and height of the house,
The immense fire place was In the south
end, and mother placed a bed in the north-
east and in the northwest corners. A door
about the center of the east and of the
west sides afforded ingress and egress.
These prellminaries are necessary to what
follows,

We had lived in the house but a few days,
and were just getting comfortably settled
down when one evening, as we were cosily
seated around the fire, the older ones dis-
cussing the events of the day and ways
and means for the next ome, there fell at
the north end of the house and on the
loose boards of the loft overhead a welght
as of hundreds of pounds. Every board rat-
tled, as did every glass in the windows.
The whole house, bullt of those immense
oak logs, and weighing many tons, was
shaken to its foundatiom, as the floor be-
neath us perceptibly trembled, We sup-
posed that an imimense amount of the
“chinkin’ ” and “dobbin’' ** had fallen in the
half story above, A few moments’ reflec-
tion would have satisfled the o.der ones
that no material of that kind could have
0 shaken the house or produced a sound
of the character of the one we had heard.
For there was not a particle of rebound or
rattie, but it was solld, as if a ton or more
of sarl, in one sack, had fallen. Scarce
& moinent was allowed for refleation before
a wheel began to Blowly roll from the point
Wwhere the wgight had fallen toward the
south end, where we were sitting. It seemed
to be of great welght and not round, for it
bumped along as if the periphery was irreg-
ular and at each bump the boards and glass
rattied, and the floor trembled. When it ar-
rived directly over our heads there was a
noise as If it had been twirled and It grad-
ually settied to rest as does a plate when
Spun. A few nights afterward occurred the
same sound of a falling body, accompanied
by the same phenomena as before, except
that the wheel rolled as smoothly as a
wagon wheel and when it arrived over our
heads, instead of spinning, and so settling
down, it fell on the lower floor among us,
with the same force, and results of rattling
giass and boards as when the sound was
produced on the floor above. After a
moment of sllence it slowly and quietly
rolled northward on the floor where we wera
sitting to the north end of the room, where
as before, an. the loft above us, it wa.-;
twirled and slowly settled to rest as doks a
spinning plate. The room was lighted by the
fire and dipped tallow candles sufficiently
to make all tangible things visible, but we
could see nothing, though the noise of both
the rolling and spinning would have indi-
cated a wheel weighing not less than a ton.
A short time after this the faling occurred
again, in all respects as before, except that
it was directly over our heads. When, after

a moment of silence, it, as before, fell in

our midst, without other sound than the
two dead, heavy concussions. These three
sounds, at irregular intervals, and alternat-
Ing each other, continued for about three
years, when they became less and less fro-
quent and finaily ceased. We never saw any-
thing, nor found sany cause for them. Thea
cause 1 leave to scientists, though I will
give the one assigned by the neighborhood,
which will doubtless esatisfy spiritualists
and lovers of the marvelous. A daughter of
the family which bullt the house died of a
broken heart for love of a young doctor,
whom her parents would not allow her to
marry, and she requested his letters to be
buried with her, but her mother burnt them
instead. The neighbors sald that was the
cause of the house being so long vacant.
The “haunt’” had run her parents out and the
old lady told everyhody all the particulars
about it.
MEDICAL HORRORS.

If the nelghbors were correct in their pre-
mises I have no doubt but that it was a
doctor she was after in her visits to this
sublunary “spere;” but whether the one she
loved, or the one who treated her in her
last illness would be a debatable question,
The treatment in those days was precisely
the same for all diseases. If you had
cholera, tuberculosis, measles, bilious fever,
or were dying of a broken heart for love,
the treatment would be the same, and I
can best describe it by giving an example.
A sister was sick and when the doctor came
he got the broom and, standing it up a
foot or more from the bed, required her to
take hold of the handle. He then pulled up
her sleeve and put a spring lance into the
large vein in the hollow of the arm. Necar-
ly a teacup full of blood was allowed to
flow, when it was bound up and a blister
six inches square placed over her stomach.
Four large doses of calomel, a mild form
of corrosive sublimate, were then {ssued and
tis work was done. The only variation for
different diseases was in the amount of
blood drawn, the location of the blister and
the siza and number of the doses of cal-
omel. Depletion was the order of the day—
get the patient helplessly weak as soon as
possible. People sometimes lived through It,
though the docters now say it was
no better than murder, as fifty
years hence “hey will speak
«f the present system. And who
knows but that these are night, and that
those will be when they have an opportunity
to speak? Can any one blame a young,
warm-hearted and compassionate girl from
coming back, every chance she gets to slip
away, to warn a doctor lover for whom she
has died to throw up his profession and wash
his hands of this scientific and legalized mur-
der? Or, on the other hand, to harass and
worry the one who had done her to death?

The doctors had plenty of opportunities to
kill, for aboat the last of August, regularly,
we expected to get the ague, and commence
“chilling” or shd#Bing. There were three
kinds—every-day, eévery second day and every
third day. Of theso the every-day type was
the easiest to break up, and every third day
the most difficult. These were again divided

At 11 and

The New Store

1 3.““..

HOME

EAST WASHINGTON STREET

" Qur store will be headquarters for I.adies’, Misses’ and Children’s Ready-Made Dresses and Furnishings, Millinery, Boys' Clothing and
Furnishings, Furniture, Carpets and Draperies, Stoves, Ranges, Queensware, Refrigerators and Everything for Housekeeping. Over a thousand
Trimmed Hatf'in the Millinery Department, on Second Floor. Just as many untrimmed. Not a last year’s style in the lot. All the latest Paris,
London and New York styles. Every lady in the city is invited to thoroughly examine our elegant line and compare our prices.

Carpets w

SECOND FLOOR—

We will put on =ale

1,000 wyards of Tapestry Brus-
sels, new and sjegant patterns,

made and laid, at

2,000 yards of Tapestry Brus-
sels, every

-

3,000 yards of the mnobbiast
thing® of the season, in Brus-
sels, made and laid, at .c.oveee

1,500 yards of velvets, all this
season's patterns,

lald’ at LA LR

2500 yards Stinson's Velvets
latest things in greens ami
bmeui every paitern a charm
el', BL senevves Frhssrsannsnnns e -8

BARERREARERT RN

1,500 yards all-Wool Ingrains, at

2,000 yards all-Wool Ingrains, at
5,000 yards extra all-Wool Su-

pers, put on your floor, for..
Thousands of yards of Ingrain

.t [EE R R A R ) IR E R R LR L NJ feassasssanen

L.ace

sale on Lace Curtains,

200 pairs Saxonys, 3 yards, at
500 patrs faxonys, 3% yards, at
300 pairs Saxonys, 314 yards, at
100 pairs Irish Ppints, at .

200 pairs Irish Points, at

250 Paira Irish Points, at

Good value at $.

0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0 4+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0%0

Draperies

‘We have the largest and most complete

Carpet department in the State, Our stock
consists of only the latest and newest
things of the season. We have bought
heavy in carpets, and have decided to
make some extremely low prices at the
beginning of the season, in order to give
the people an opportunity to buy their
spring carpets at better prices than ever

before. This 45 no advertising scheme.
Goods will be sold just exactly as adver-
tised, and perfect satisfaction guaranteed,

60c
magie and laiifi?? i 75‘3

85¢

made and 750

Curtains

We will continue for to-morrow our

Seer our Brussels Net Curtains, at $4.08.

ParlorGoods

Of every description. Fancy Pleces,
Leather Rockers, Onyx Stands and

Tables. We have suites from $20 to 3200,

in all the newest styles, and upholstered
in the newest and prettiest material.

BE SURE AND VISIT THISE FLOOR.

As an especial inducement to call atten-
tion to our elegant line of Parlor Furni-

ture, we will offer our

e $35.00
§75 Sultes at .........ccoeeneeenn $55.00
$100 Sulles at ...ivvsrvencnnaronves 375,00

Bedroom
Furniture

FOURTH FLOOR—

Don’t miss seeing our display of Bed-
room Goods on the FOURTH FlLOOR.
Our regular $14 Bedroom Suites,

best patierns Out, 4t v.eveevees

13.50
Other suites at all prices; $0, X

m lnd UD to ooo-o-.c:ln-u: ‘8.00

In all the new designs. We will offer
two big speclals in Sideboards to show
Ask particularly to see our

Sideboard, quartered oak,

now at
Wil sell, alse, our refular £0

itors we will sell—
$9.00
large plate mirror, at «.c.c.oveee
FOURTH FLOOR—
ple.
mirror, always sold for $20, 815-00

To make this fioor interesting to all vis-
Qur regular $18 Suites, solid oak,
Sideboards
our elegant line of these goods to the peo-
handsomely carved, large piaie
e e lceifoaceli,

—

e

—— —
— —

Brass and
Iron Beds

T

Toi g >t g

We have afl the new things out in
IRON BEDS. Get our prices on these
regular 8

goods.
We will sell our
White Enameled Iron Bed at 35-00
to show our large assortment of these
goods,

We have also a complete line of odd
Dressers, Dressing Tables. Folding Beds,

Couches and Lounges, at best prices ever
offered in this city.

Dining Room
Furniture

We are able to fit out your dining room
in the very latest approved style, at
pﬁices that wHl be of especial interest to
a -

We have everything made in Extenslon
Tables, Sideboards, China Closets and
Dining Chairs.

To show what we are able to offer, we

will =ell our
$4.75

Reguldr 36 solld oak. elght-foot
87.50

e e v
$12.00

Our regular $10 solid Oak Teble,
full finished, at

Qur regular %16 Tables, quar-
tred oak, eight-foot, 48x48 top; a
perfect beauty, at

known, probably becatde the water we used
was not polluted by thé sparse population.

And then a plcture of the plow of that day
rises and makes my legs ache. Some eminent
divine of the davs before rallroads has the
credit of having sald that ona of the strong-
est evidences of God's'fatherly care of His
children consisted in the fact that He had
run the navigable rivers past the large citles.
But there is a fact in nature equally as con-
clusive as this, and that is that all trees
which have not a stralght grain twist in the
proper direction for "the mold boards of
right-handed plows, &ad that made such
trees—if hard wood—very valuable, True,
such mold-boards coulll be cut out, and often
were, but one with the natural twist was
preferable, as it was thought the dirt would
be more likely to =lip if following the grain,
For many years, even down to filty years
ago, all plows were made with wooden
mold-boarde, though about that time, or a
little before, they began to cast them. But
in either case a paddle, hanging over the
plow handle, was an”indispensable adjunct to
any plowing rig, ani every fifiy yards or so
you must stop and clear your plow. And,
when this was done, it only pushed the dirt
over a little further, and made the mold-
hoard side a little more distinct. It was just
about the beginning of the '50's, before we
began to get steel plows, all made by hand,
that would “‘secour.”

IN THE HARVEST FIELD,

I believe 1 was eleven years old when I
first went into the harvest ficld. There were
fifty acres of wheat on the farm. The cradle
had but just superceded the sickle, and crad-
dling was considered extra work, for which
about 50 per cent. more wages were paid than
ordinary labor, We were expected, and 4did
work, twelve hours a day, except the time
lost at fore and afternson lunch., We began
at ¢ and worked until 9, when an elaborate
meal was brought to the field, consisting of
hot coffee, bread and butter, chicken, pre-
serves, ete. At noon we had an hour at din-
ner. At 4 o'clock another meal was gerved
in the field, and at 7 we quit for supper,
There were eighteen of us in aill, four cra-
dlers, at T5¢ a day: four binders and two
shockers, at 5c a day, and four boys, raking,
at %¢ a day.

"We cut the fifty acres In four days—eighteen
of us; now, three men and two horses
would do the same work in the same time,
In the morn'ng and at noon time the crad-
lers wouid cut around about what they
thought they could cut in a half a day.
And every time we came to the starting
point we were met by a bucket of fresh
water and a jug of whisky. If these had
falled—and especially the whisky—every
man would have incontinently left the fleld.

Nothwithstanding the low wages above in-
dicated, 50 cents for twelve hours was about
the highest paid, $10 a month was nearer
the average—and the low price of farm
products, we lited about as well as do
farmers now. The greatest difference was
in the fact that fresh meat was almost un-
attainable unless an animal was killed by
ourselves or some neighbor., There were no
meat markets, or other place§ where money
would buy it, consequently we were con-
fined to salt or smoked meat, and that al-
most exclusively pork, The prices of all the
necessaries of life were low in proportion
to wages, and the value of products. Coffee
31-3 to 4 cents, muslin
and calico 3% to 4

cents
., and
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every house and there were very few In

mer dresses, were made in the house from
the raw wool up to the finished garment,
excepting making the wool into rolls from
which the yarn was spun. For this part of
the work the power machines superseded
the hand work before 1 can remember.
Every farmer kept sheep, and these were
sheared in May, and the wool sent to the
carding machine. As soon as the rolls were
returned the wheels began to turn and kept
up their unintermittent music for two or
three months. When the spinning was
done the warn, with an equal amount of
cotton yarn for “‘chain’—the longitudinal
threads in cloth—were colored blue with
indigo, brown with wealnut bark, or red
with madder, and then woven into jeans
and flannel—winter clothing for men and

women.
THE WHISKY JUG.

Plctures, too, of the log-rolling, the house-
raisings, and the dance that invariably fol-
lowed come up in troops. Millions of feet
of valuable black walnut have burned. And
here, too, was the ever present whisky
jug. In fact, wherever two or three were
gathered together the whisky jug would
be near at hand and was freely patronized
by all. T well recollect seeing thirty acres
of spiendid wheat go to waste—except what
the man and his wife could save—because
he refused to have whisky in the field. The
next year others joined him, and the crad-
lers needed the work. The third year
whisky was not found in any fleld, and
the custom was a thing of the past. There
was no excise, or license for selling it; as
was before said, it was only 25 cents a
gallon, and no ftock of goods was com-
plete without a barrel of whisky. It was
new, of course, but in no way drugged so
as to set a man crazy or form in him an
irresistable appetite, It could be found In

which it was not drank three times a day
by all, from the gray-haired grandparent
to the tottler of two or three summers,
And yet, strange &8 it may seem, I never
knew any one in those old days to fill a
drunkard’'s grave, become a habitual drunk-
ard, or have delirlum tremens. Nor d!d 1
ever wsee or |hear of any one
being *“crazy drunk,” or “fighting
drunk.”” I have geen druniten men, of course,
but® not one then to a hundred now, and I
never heard of one while drunk killing his
wife or anyone else. THe first stage of
drunkenness, in those days, made one funny
or hilarious; the second stage put him to
sieep. Up to 1850 there was but one saloon
in a certain city of nine thousand inhabii-
ants; now there would be twenty in the
same population. What is the reason that
the effects from the use of whisky are so dif-
ferent now? Simply because it was them

was @ valuable man, but now four and a half
to five gallons are obtalned. This Increased
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looking back with disgust at futile efforis
and years wasted, they would have uniied in
their ranks the entire community, and their
more activée coadjutors would have been
those who sell or use whisky, and they
could, years ago, have exulted in the fact
that they had been the means of accomplish-
Ing a great good for the race.

And now, as I slide the shade over these
pictures of the past, and lay the ghosts of
departed years, it is with the hope that, as
the little one of to-day fifty or sixty years
hénce writes his reminiscences of the closing
years of ‘tha nineteenth century, may they,
to the people of that day, be as straage,
as uncivilized and smell of the backwoods
as do these to the people of the present,
But it is not prcbable, for no other half
century can ever discover tde raliroad, the
telegrapn, the bicycle and the X rays.

Indlanapolis L M. STACKHOUSE.

LEE NIXON SAW A HANGING.,

Now He Is Afrald the Sight Will
Jonah Him.

“If Mr. Oversireet is not renominated and
elected to Congress,” saild that gentleman’s
private secretary, Lee Nixon, to a number of
friends the other day, *“it can all be atiribut-
ed to a hanging which I was fool enough to
attend.”

“You don’t think that can have anything to
do with the result?”' asked =ome one.

“Do you kil time down at Washington at-
tending hangings?’ asked some one else.

“Of course, my attending a hanging will
have nothing to do with the outcome,” re-
pliad Nixon, “but I have always had a hor.
ror of such affairs, and what I saw remains
with me, 1 was forced to attend the hang-
Ing, and was placed in such a pcsition that
I couldn’'t run away. I wouldn't witness ths
same gight again for nothing less than a
perpetual seat in Congress for Mr., Over-
street. 1 was innocently dragged to see the
horrible business.

“Warden Leonard, of the federal jail at
Washington, Is an old Indianapolis man, and
naturally when I got down to the capital city
I met him, and we had a long talk about
home. He asked me to come down to the
jall and see him, and unsuspectingly I went,
I couldn’'t wait until aftermoon; nothing
would do but I must tramp down there early
in the morning. I am frank to gay I had the
least bit of curiosity to see a man who was
to be hanged that day, but I hadn't the least
Idea of witnessing the execution. I had
never seen a man about to die, and I wanted
to see how one would act,

“When I arrived at the jafl everything was
in a bustle. I had no sooner inside than
I saw & man flying about with a paper and
pencil in his hand. I heard some one say
‘Nixon,’ I saw the man write something
down, and the next thing I know 1 was stag-
gered with the information that I had been
selected for the jury to witness the execu-
tion. My blood stopped right where it was,
and I don't think I took another easy breath
for twelve hours. It seems that the Jaw says
a jury shall be present at the hanging to see,
I suppose, that everything is done properiy.

“J remonstrated and tried to get of the
job, but it was useless, and m the hurried
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up to 0.

This floor is
choice line of Library and Sitting

Of every dcseription,
quote prices that will be quite as Interest-
ing en these goods as on all others in our
house,
things out
Libraries, Library Tables, Couches, etc.

Refrigerators

BASEME) " T—

We are roady fer the refrigerator sea-
son with thie largest and best
goods ever brozght to the lty.
all the newest designe in oak, ash
hardwood, with all the new Improvements,
We guarantee all these goods, and have
them at prices from § 50 to 60 each. All
sizes,

- n b 2 - Y

i i e o Rt g e s A i) e M‘ﬂomw.{umm..,..,. Sese

1 ON " e —— —— ——

China Closets

IN EVERY STYLE MADE,

Dining Chairs

We have every siyle of diner that is
those goods by the car-

ioe

81.00

new patierns, worth §L10, at..

oak, at

We have hundreds of styles; are sure
Our cabs are all

We quote all prices, from $1L.50

YISIT THE

Third Floor

fil'led with a lar and

oom

Furniture

We are able to

and best
Bookcases,

and have the newest
in combination

and Ice Boxes

ine of thesa
We have
and

+0 40+ 0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0++ 04+ 040 +0+ 0+ 0404040 +0+0+0+0+0+0+90+0+0+0+0+0+0+ 0+

 + 0+0+0+04+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+C+c +9+0+0+0+0+0

e e s e e —————

preparations ltile attention was pald to me,
[ tried to get at Warden Leonard and put
the case before him, but was as busy as eve
ervbody else. 1 have always bheen opposed to
caplital punishment, and the thought of see-
ing some poor fellow hanged made me feel
gick. But while a thousand fears were pass-
ing through my mind in a minute, the crowd
becaina «lient, and the prisoner was Jlad
forch, Mv shaking body was forced in the
proces v *oward the gallows. 1 trembled
more 2 1 did the might I tried to make
my fli-t speech. The perspiration fairly
poure. “»om me, and how I 44 wish that X
was back In Indianapolis among friends.

“v'a marched down a corridor to the gal-
s all of us moving slowly and with
and ancovered heads., My feet seemed

s+ ) Elanced about, trying to sea some
meane of eccape, but we were in an in-
closuw e, ard 1o have turned back might have
locked llke rank cowardice. We marched on
and surrounded the gallows, the ground
under me seeming to sway, and rock, and
gink, but'T had to stand.

“When I saw the doomed man 1 was some-
what composed, He was a negro who had
shot another fellow, but I declare he was
the coolcst man I ever saw, He smiled and
locked unconcerned at the crowd about the
scaffold. I thought if he could regard his
own death so coolly, I surely could bear to
witness it. The man kissed a crucifix and
helped arrange himself for the 1ast. The
drop came and I turned my face. For twen-
ty-seven minutes that poor fellow hung, and
to me the agony was terrible. The man was
pronounced dead at last and we were dis-
missed. 1 feit relleved to get out again,
For two days the recollection of the execu-
tion was a horrible dream to me, but it has
partially worn away. Every bit of bad luck
that eame my way for two weeks after that
always brought the sight of that man on the
scaffold. 1 but performed my duty as a
citizen of this Republic, but if any of you are
ever called to a hanging jury, run away.”

. 2
o R
) (i

. What a Traveler Saw.
Detroit Free Press.

“Tell me,” I said to an old sallor who
had safled In every sort of a craft and into
every known sea, *‘tell me what sort of a
place Gibraltar is.”

“Gibraltar?” he queried, as he Jooked at
the last of the beer in his glass. “Why, I
n.llus' passed it in the night,

“Well, avout 8 T

“Singapore? I've there twice, but
don’t remember much about the place.”

“"How about Cape Town?"

“1 hit a man there and got fined %10, and
when I went aboard the ship he mate
Iumchl ktd me-~down. T guess it's a nice
place."

“You have been In Calcutta?™

“Oh, yes. 1 can take you to a place In
Calcutta where they sell good whisky for
2 cents a glass."

“Is Bombay & nice city?™ I ed.

“Bewtiful,"” he moﬂ. “Been theare three
or four times, always got full there

O What about Tokio
= about 7 T asked in despair.
“Toke-e-0?7 Say, that' charm fa
town. Good Jicker is 1 .a' cent :r_ous.
head the fine is
of a dollar in our

‘that's all T could out of a man
Whe might be od toﬁnmemuﬂ
wﬁnnthommn book.
e ————
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